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Le grand Duc de Moſcovie a de couſtume de mittr: 
en ſes tiltres ce que Senſuit. | 

Le Grand Seigneur, Tzar, & Grand Duc Michel 
Fedrowitz de tous les Ruſſiens, Autocrator de Molo 
dimir, Moſcovie & Nowogrod. Tzar Cazani, Naar 
Aſtracani, Tzar Sibieri, Seigneur de Pleſtovis, 
Grand Duc de Smolenſki, Otweri, Jugori, Perm, 
Wiathie, Bulgarie, &c. Item Seigneur & Grand 
Duc de Nowogrod inferieure Czernigovie, Rezdlll 
Molochdi, Rſovie, Bielloy, Roſtovie, Poloſti, Biel 
toiezeri, Ydori, Obdorie, & Condimie. Seigntur 
8 provinces Iveri, Kartalinie, & Groęſimie, Tz! 
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CONJECTURES 


ON THE 


PROPHECIES os DANIEL. 


AND AN 


APOCALYPSE OF st. JOHN. 


ORDER TO ASCERTAIN THE PERIODS WHEN THE 
VIALS OF WRATH WILL FINISH, AGREEABLY 
TO THE DATES GIVEN IN DANIEL, 
CHAPTER XII. 


AS THEY APPEAR TO RESPECT 
RU S SIA, GERMANY, ENGLAND, 
FRANCE, CONSTANTINOPLE, 


AND THE 


ROMAN PROVINCES in ASIA. 


C — — — — — — — — 
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For the Teſtimony of Jeſus 1s the Spirit of Prophecy, 
| Rev. chaps xix. ver, 20. 111 


For as the L ightning cometh out of the Eaſt, and ſhineth even unto the 
Weſt, ſo ſhall alſo the coming of the Son of Man be. 
: St. Matthew, chap, x xvi. ver, 27, 
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* 24th chapter of St. Matthew's goſpel, 1 4 

from verſe 3, to verſe 15, incluſive, appears 1 
to be ſo cloſely connected with the ſubject which = 
ve have propoſed to conſider, that we have in- Wl 
ſerted them in the beginning, as the beſt poſſible me: 
introduction to a work of this nature; and before 1 
we proceed to the conſideration of the prophecies wh 
of Daniel, we ſhall make ſome comments on them, 1 


St. MATTHEW, CHAP. 24. 1 


Verſe 3. „ And as he fat upon the Mount of 
Olives, the diſciples came unto him privately, ſay- | 
ng, tell us, when ſhall theſe things be ? And what | 118 
ſhall be the ſign of thy coming, and of the end of 1 
ne world? 3 
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2 CONJECTURES ON THE 


| Verſe 4. And Jeſus anſwered and faid unto 
them, take heed that no man deceive you. | 


Verſe 5. © For many ſhall come in my name, 
ſaying, I am Chriſt : and ſhall deceive many, 


Verſe 6. And ye ſhall hear of wars, and 


rumours of wars : ſee that ye be not troubled: for 
all theſe things muſt come to pals, but the end is 
not yet. 


Verſe 7. © For nation ſhall riſe againſt nation, 
and kingdom againſt kingdom: and there ſhall be 
famines, and peſtilences, and earthquakes in di- 
vers places. wy 


ſorrows. 


| Verſe 9. © Then ſhall they deliver you up to 
be afflicted, and ſhall kill you: and ye ſhall be 


hated of all nations for my name's fake. 


Verſe 10. © And then ſhall many be offended, | 
and ſhall betray one another, and ſhall hate one 


another. 


Verle 


Verſe. 8. Al theſe are the beginning of 


nil 
thi 


ene 
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verſe 11. © And many falſe prophets ſhall 
"riſe, and ſhall deceive many. 


Verſe 12. „And becauſe iniquity ſhall abound, 
the love of many ſhall wax cold. 


Verſe 13. © But he that ſhall endure unto the 
end, the ſame ſhall be ſaved. 


Verſe 14.“ And this Goſpel of the Kingdom 
ſhall be preached in all the world, for a witneſs unto 
all nations, and then ſhall the end come. 


Verſe 15. «When ye therefore ſhall ſee the abo- 


mination of deſolation, ſpoken of by Daniel the 


prophet, ſtand in the holy place, (whoſo readeth, 
let him underſtand.” 


This declaration of our Saviour is evidently an 
luſtration of Daniel, Chap. 7. v. 25 *. And the 
15th verſe of St. Matthew 1s ſufficient evidence to 


eſtabliſn, beyond all queſtion, the divine —_— 
0 this prophet. 


And he ſhall ſpeak great words againſt the MosT Hicn, 
and ſhall wear out the Saints of the ber HIGH, and think 
to change times and laws. 
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4 .CONJECTURES ON THE 


The prophecy which 1s contained in the firſt two 
verſes of this chapter, is admitted by all writers 
to have been fulfilled in the capture and deſtruction 
of Jeruſalem by Titus Veſpaſian. In the fourth 
verſe we read theſe words, Take heed that no 
man deceive you.” This caution cannot be con- 
ſidered ſolely as confined to the apoſtles, but muſt 
be underſtood as an admonition to. the Chriſtian 
world; ſo muſt alſo the whole of this chapter, be- 
cauſe it contains events which are to happen until 


the kingdom of Chriſt ſhall be eſtabliſhed, 


Verſe 5, 6, 7, $—PForetell that heretical doctrines 
will very early be introduced into the Church, and 
that other calamities will follow. 


Verſe 95 10—If confidered as applying perſonally | 
to the Apoſtles, infer, that after their death, impiety 
and troubles would increaſe. But the killing of 
the Apoſtles may more properly be applied to their | 
writings; as the latter part of the gth verſe ſeems } 
to indicate. 


Verſe 11.— May be conſidered to refer to the Ma- 
hometan religion, by Mahomed, ſtyling himſelf tie 
Prophet and Apoſtle of God. So did alſo the pro- 


mulgators of the different ſects of that religion, 
DANIEL 


PROPHECIES OF DANIEL. 5 


DANIEL. 


It is unneceſſary to trouble the Reader with 


comments on the events deſcribed in this book, 


riſe and fall of the Perſian and Greek Empires; 


here, and that more eſpecially, becauſe we find the 


before we ſelect for conſideration thoſe Prophecies 


Roman Empire i is foretold, and in Chap. + 7. Ver: 
B 3 24. 


And whereas thou ſaweſt the feet and toes, part of pot- 


ter's clay, and part of iron: the Kingdom ſhall be divided, but 
there ſhall be in it of the ſtrength of the iron, for as much 


3 thou ſaweſt the i iron mixed with miry clay.” '—Dan. Chap* 
l. Ver. 41. 


mall be diverſe from the firſt, and he ſhallſ ubdue three un 


Dan. Chap. VII. V. 24. cc And 
„ And 


which are already fulfilled For inſtance, the 


and the progreſſive advancement of the Roman 
Empire, as deſcribed by the figurative expreſſions, 
Lion, Bear and Leopard,“ to the period of the 
Kingdom of Iron. The Era of the Roman 
Empire under Auguſtus is evidently pointed out 


Leopard“ is denominated the fourth head. But 
o which the Declaration of our Saviour, or the 


Revelation allude, it may be proper to obſerve 
rat in Chap.“ II. Ver. 41. the diviſion of the 


And the ten horns out of this Kingdom: are ten Kings 3 
that ſhall ariſe: and another ſhall ariſe after them, and he 


6 CONJECTURES ON THE 


24. 25. 26,—the other occurrences which were to 
happen to the Empire, together with the loſs of 

three of its Kings are deſcribed. This chapter 

alſo alludes to another Empire which was to ariſe 

and which correſponds with Chap. II. Ver. 41. 42, 

—or the Toes of Nebuchadnezzar's Image. 


CHAP. VIII. 


Verſe 13. Then I heard one Saint ſpeaking, | 
and another Saint ſaid unto that certain Saint which 
ſpake, how long ſhall be the viſion concerning the 


Daily Sacrifice, and the tranſgreſſion of Deſolation, we 
to give both the Sanctuary and the Holt to be trod- : 
den under foot? — 
P. 
Verſe 14. «And he faid unto me, unto two thou- Ver 
ſand and three hundred days; then ſhall the Sanc- Pro 
tuary be beau Fe \ 
0 And he ſhall ſpeak great words againſt the moſt High, me 
and ſhall wear out the Saints of the moſt High, and think to any 
change times and laws: and they ſhall be given into his hand, 
until a time, and times, and the dividing of time.“ Dan. T 
Chap. VII. V. 25. | and 
© But the Judgment ſhall fi, and they ſhall take away his 0pin 


Dominion, to conſume and deftroy it unto the end.“ Dan. 
Chap. VII. V. 26. 


CHAP. 


PROPHECIES OF DANIEL, 


— 


CHAP. XI. 


This chapter has foretold the overthrow of Perſia | 


by the Greeks, and the invaſion of the Romans; 
ſuch as the capture of Babylon, and the reduction of 
other Provinces, which it may be ſaid, was com- 
pletely effected in the reign of Auguſtus. Here we 
read alſo, the prediction of the different wars which 
have been carried on between the Perſian and Ro- 
man Powers down to the time of Juſtinian. For, 
as Daniel in Chap. II. and VII. has prophecied reſ- 
pecting one Empire, [Rome] to a ſpecific period; 
it is fair to conclude, that he was empowered to de- 
lyer predictions with regard to the other Empire, 


[Perſia] and that this has been the caſe, ſeveral 


Verſes in this chapter, we Preſume, are ſtriking 
| proofs, 


Verſe 37. « Neither ſhall he regard the God of 
his fathers, nor the deſire of women, nor regard 
any God: for he ſhall magnify himſelf above all.” 


This verſe may be ſaid to apply to the Apoſtacy 
and Hereſy of Juſtinian, and to his fantaſtic 
0p:nton ® concerning the Body of Chriſt. | 

PVerſe 

* Juſtinian was neither Ready nor conſiſtent in the nice 
Droceſs of fixing his volatile opinions on thoſe of his ſubjefs, 
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8 CONJECTURES ON THE 


Verſe 40. And at the time of the end ſhall the 
| King of the South puſh at him, and the King of 
the North ſhall come againſt him hke a whirlwind 
with chariots, and with horſemen, and with many 
ſhips, and he ſhall enter into the countries, and 
ſhall overflow and paſs over.” 


This ſtrongly alludes to the war, which was be- 
gun by Choſroes, [Nuſhirvan] and to the defence 
of the Eaſt by Beliſarius“ — 


Verſe . He ſhall enter alſo into the glorious 


land, and many countries ſhall be overthrown: but 
theſe ſhall eſcape out of his hand, even Edom, and 
Moab, and the Chief of the C hildren of Ammon. 


-- Verſe 42. « He ſhall ſtretch forth his hand alſo 
upon the Countries, and the land of Egypt ſhall nat 
eſcape.” 


In his youth he was offended by the ſlighteſt deviation from 
the orthodox line; in his old age he tranſgreſſed the meaſure 
of temperate hereſy, and the Jacobites, not leſs than the 
Catholics, were ſcandalized by his declaration, that the body 
of Chriſt was incorruptible, and that his manhood was never 
ſubject to any wants and infirmities, the inheritance of our 
mortal fleſh, This fantaſtic opinion was announced in the 
laſt edicts of Juſtinian. Gib. vol. 8, p. 328—9. 

Gib. Vol. 7, p. 311, 12, 13, 14,5. 


: Here 


vol. 


PROPHECIES OF DANIEL. 6 


Here we find the boundary of the Roman con- 
queſts in Aſia laid down, and alſo an alluſion to the 


Treaty of Peace which was concluded with Choſroes 
for a term of fifty * years. 


Ver. 43. « But he ſhall have power over the 
treaſures of gold, and of filver, and over all the pre- 


cious things of Egypt. And the Libyans, and the 
Ethiopians ſhall be at his ſteps.” 


In this verſe we read of the alliance of the Abyſ- 
ſinians with JuſtinianF, who ſolicited the friendſhip 
of the Ethiopian Uſurper Abraha, who honoured 
with a ſlight tribute, the ſupremacy of his Prince. 


Ver. 46.00 And he ſhall plant the tabernacles * 


his palace between the ſeas, in the glorious holy 
mountain.“ 


This alludes to the completion by Juſtinian, of 
the fortifications which had been begun by his 
predeceſſor Anaſtaſius, and to the circumſtance of 
the addition of new fortifications by his indefatiga- 
ble prudence; ſo that the whole extended from che 
Euxine to the Perſian Frontier. 


0 Gib. vol. vii. p. 339. 1ib. vol. 7, p. 343, 4 


$ Gib. 
zel. 7. p. 129, 33. 
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CONJECTURES ON THE 


CHAP: XII. 


The preceding chapter we conſideras very cloſelj 


connected with this. For inſtance, in Chap. xi. ver, | 
45, Vet he ſhall come to his end, and none ſhall | 
help him. - The pronoun He, we conſider in gene- 
ral to allude to an empire: for whenever he relates ö 
to an Emperor, it is ſolely for the purpoſe of mark- 
ing the æra. Therefore the dates in this chapter 
are to be conſidered as the different periods, at 
which the prophecy in the above verſe will be ful- } 
filed. And as this divine prophet of Our Saviour 
could not interpret *the viſion + he had ſeen, we ö 
have very good reaſon to conclude, that no other 
prophet in the Old Teſtament was endued with the 


knowledge thereof. 


Verſe 6.“ And one ſaid to the man clothed in 
linen, which was upon the waters of the river, How } 


long ſhall it be to the end of theſe wonders ! 


Verſe 7, *And I heard the man clothed in linen, 
which was upon the waters of the river, when he 


* And I heard, but I underſtood not.”—Ver. 8. 


+ © Then I Daniel looked, and behold, there ſtood other | 
two, the one on this fide of the bank of the river, and the | 


other on that {ide of the bank of the river.” Verſe 5. 


„ | 
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held up his right hand, and his left hand unto Hea- 


ven, and ſware by him that liveth for ever, that it 
ſhall be for a time, times, and an half; and when 


he ſhall have accompliſhed to ſcatter the power of 
the holy people, all theſe things ſhall be finiſhed.” 


Verſe g. © And he faid, Go thy way, Daniel: for 


the words are cloſed up and ſealed till the time of 


the end. i 


Verſe 11, © And from the time that the daily 


lacrifice ſhall be taken away, and the abomination 
that maketh deſolate ſet up, there ſhall be a thou... 


land, two hundred and ninety days. 


Verſe 12. *Blefſed is he, that waiteth, and cometh 
to the moulang, three hundred and five and thirty 


day "A 


Our comments on the above verſes will be found 


in the following pages, as alſo our obſervations re- 
ſpecting the daily ſacrifice. 


END OF THE FIRST PART. 
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CONJECTURES 
APOCALYPSE or St. JOHN. 


_— 


8 dur reflections on the book of Daniel cloſed | 
with an opinion, that his prophecies of the | 


_ events which were to befall the Roman empire, 


reached down to the reign of Juſtinian.— For in- 


Nance: 
I. Eaſtern Rome, or; — The Aſiatic Dominions 


II. Weſtern Bean er Tie fi of 
Beaſt out of the Earth : 


We ſhall now conſider the Revelation as a conti 
nuation of the prophecies of Daniel, becauſe it 
relates to the toes of Nebuchadnezzar's image, on 
which Daniel is ſilent. 


; | | And 


U 
pour 
of th 


At 
Out 0 
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APOCALYPSE OF st. JOHN, 13 


And as we conceive the 3d and 12th verſes in 


chap. xvi. Rev. immediately apply to the firſt ſub- 


ject we ſhall treat of, and have a reference to the | 
dates, 1260, and 1335, given us by Daniel, we ſhall 


begin with commenting on theſe verſes, and then 
proceed with our obſervations on the different chap- 
ters: For which purpoſe we ſhall take our date 
from: A. D. 535, and ſhall endeavour to trace 
down, 1n regular ſucceſſion, the remarkable events 
which happened in Aſia, to the capture of Con- 
tantinople by the Turks, A. D. 1453: and ſhall 
conclude with conjectures on the period when the 
predictions are to be fulfilled. 


CHAP. XVI. 


pouring out the judgments on three different parts 
o the Roman empire: 


And the three laſt to allude to the riſing of the beaſt 
out of the bottomleſs pit, in three ſtates, to which 
ne firſt three vials apply; but we ſuppoſe there will 
be a lapſe of three years and an half, before the firſt 


tree ref pectively ſhall finiſh. And we are confirm- 


ſpecting 


We conſider the firſt three vials to refer to the 


"in this conjecture by chap. XI. v. 7 and 8, re- 
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14 CONJECTURES ON THE 


ſpecting the killing of the witneſſes. The beaſt that 


aſcendeth out of the bottomleſs pit ſhall kill them, 


and their dead bodies:ſhall lie in the ſtreet three and 
a half years”. Under this idea we have mentioned 
ver. 3 and 12, as applying to Roman Aſia. 


Verſe 3. © And the ſecond angel poured out his 
vial upon the ſea; and it became as the blood of a 


dead man: and every living ſoul died in the ſea.” 


Danitr, Cray. 11. Verſe 45. © Between the 
ſeas on the glorious holy mountain.” This we 
underſtand to deſcribe a particular ſpot or city; | 
we therefore infer © ſea” to apply to the extent of 
the country between thoſe ſeas, and particularly 1 


to the Roman dominions in Aſia. 


The ſecond part of this verſe, may, perhaps, | 


allude to the general deſtruction of Mahome- | 
| tans and Chriſtians, and to the ſubverſion of the 


Chriſtian religion, by the eſtabliſhment of Ma- | 
hometiſm, (the work of a mortal.) i 


Verſe 12. And the ſixth angel poured his 


vial upon the great river Euphrates ; and the water 


thereof was dried up, that the way of the Kings 


of the Eaſt might be prepared.” This verſe can | 


apply to no other than Roman Aſia, becauſe the 
. 1 Kings 
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Kings of the Eaſt muſt paſs that river to fulfil the 
prophecy. Therefore if our hypotheſis be true, the 
Beaſt will ariſe out of the bottomleſs pit, between 
A. D. 1867 and 1871. 


CHAP. II & III, 


ARE on the ſeven churches in Aſia, which we 
conceive are intended to repreſent the ſtate of 
Chriſtianity with the different ſchiſms, heretical 


opinions, and introduction of images, which at that 
early period had crept into it; and at the ſame time 
to admoniſh the followers of Chriſt to return to 


their duty, with a promiſe that thoſe who did | 
repent ſhould have mercy ſhewn them, and with 
an intimation that thoſe who did not, ſhould ſuffer 


the wrath of God. 


appear to do by their emblematical and figurative 
cxpreſſions; and we ſhall make our remarks upon 


chapte rs. 


We 


As the prophecies begin with the provinces of 
he Roman empire in Aſia, in Chapter VIII and IX 
we conjecture that they foretel the conqueſt of the 
Faftern Empire by the Aſiatic powers, for ſo they 


them before we animadvert on the different 
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We find that Juſtin, the nephew of Juſtinian, 
ſucceeded his father, Nov. 15, A. D. 565 , that 
he took upon himſelf the Confulſhip F Jan, 1, 
A, D. 566, which had been extinguiſhed by Juſ- 


tinian, A. D. 541, that Rome was at peace with 
Perſia, and that the provinces in Aſia, with the } : 
fortifications of Dara, &c. were in the poſſeſſion of ; 
the Romans: 8 
N 
The firſt great event that occurred was tlie war a 
between the Perſians under Choſroes II. and the n 
Romans, which began by the former taking Dara, | 
Merdin, and the fortifications, and by the conqueſt ö 
of Syria, and capture of Antioch, A. D. 6117; | 
and afterwards Paleſtine, Egypt, and Aſia Minor; 
by which the Sovereigns of Perſia accompliſhed ö 10 
their hopes of re-eſtabliſhing the kingdom of Cy- | 7 
rus, after a conteſt of about 800 years. 1 * 
As Daniel finiſhes his eleventh chapter with | = 


« Yet he ſhall come to his end,” we conſider this | 
event as the fulfilling of the prophecy under the 2d 
vial, by the loſs of the Eaſtern provinces, which 
were never after recovered by the Romans, or only 
partially ; and by which the churches in Aſia found | 
a new maſter under a Perſian Sovereign, pro- 
feſſing the Magian Religion, This event Vc 

* Gib. Vol. VII p. 114. + Gib. Vol. VIII. p. 219-] 


1 Gib. Vol. VIII. p. 172. 
8 there · 
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therefore ſuppoſe applicable to the prophecies in the "f 
ſecond and third chapters, and the more fo, as the 
eighth and ninth ſeem to relate to the riſe of other 
powers in Aſia, namely, the Saracens, the Bowides, 
the Turks, &c. which Hiſtory tells us, conquered 
and governed Perſia. The Apocalypſe has no 
reference to the Revolution in Perſia; yet with re- 
ſpect to Eaſtern Rome, it certainly has: for all 
the calamities it ſuffered, to its final fall, are de- 1 
ſeribed in it. 


CHAP. VIII, 


We conceive alludes to the troubles which ex- k 
ited while Perſia* remained under the Saracens, or q | 
the Empire of the Caliphs, for 304 years, to its total i. 
all in 933 ; during which time, the Magian religion 1 
was ſupplanted by Mahometiſm. The innume- 1 
table occurrences which Hiſtory furniſhes during | | 
this period, render it impoſſible to apply any to the | — 
particular ſound of the trumpets. We therefore ; lf 
ſhall ſuppoſe it to allude to the invaſion of the | 
Arabs in Aſia, Africa, and Europe, and to the ſieges | | | 5 


of Conſtantinople: Perhaps the 8th verſe, A great 9 


„Gib. Vol. 10, p. 83. 


moun - 
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mountain burning with fire was caſt into the ſea*)? 
may allude to the Greek or artificial fire at the 
firſt ſiege of Conſtantinople. 


CHAP. IX. 


This chapter begins with opening the bottomleſs 
pit, from whence we have already remarked, the 
oreateſt evils are to ſpring: And the concluſion | 
of the laſt chapter, . Woe, woe, woe, to the in - 
habiters of the earth, by reaſon of the other 
voices of the trumpet of the three angels which are 
yet to ſound ;” marks the heavy calamities which | 

are to follow. : N 


Verſe 3. © And there came out of the ſmoke 
lacuſts upon the earth; and unto them was given 
power, as the ſcorpions of the earth have power, } 


| Verſe 4. And it was commanded them that they 
ſhould not hurt the graſs of the earth, neither any 
green thing, neither any tree; but only thoſe men 
which have not the ſeal of God in their foreheads. 


Invention and uſe of the Greek fire, which they deno· 
minated liauid vr maritime fire, Gib. Vol, X. P- 141] 
to 16. 8 | 


Verke 
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Verſe 5. © And to them it was given that they | 
ſhould not kill them, but that they ſhould be tor- UM 
mented five months.” 


- m EA a 
7 


In the language of prophecy, five months are conn?nk 
ſidered to be equal to 1 50 years. In the Hiſtory of "i 
the final conqueſt of Perſia by the Bedoweens, 
A. D. 1062, we read“ that Abuſaid, and his ſon Ji} 
Abu Taher, were called to the prophetic offices 
of Imams, by the voice of God, and the people, 
who in the city of Cufa, and other countries, had 
been converted to the doctrine of Carmath, an 
Arabian preacher, who ſtyled himſelf the Herald of 
the Meſſiah, who had converſed with him in a hu- 
man ſhape, and the repreſentative of Mohammed 
the ſon of Alif, of St. John the Baptiſt, and of the 
angel Gabriel. That in his myſtic volume the pre- 
cepts of the Koran were refined to a more ſpiritual 
ſenſe : and that theſe rebellious Imams could muſter 
107000 fanatics. 


88 
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That aſter his death his twelve Apoſtles diſperſed 
emſelves among the Bedoweens, a race of men“, 
WH 7s Abulfeda, “ equally devoid of reaſon and religi- 
no- eon.“ Abu Said and his ſon Abu Taher, between goo 
1% und 929, continued their conqueſts until they pillaged 

Mecca; the well of Zemzem overflowed with blood, 
Ky me veil of the Caaba ꝓ was divided among theſe 
* Gib, Vol X. p. 74, e „ OM 


impious 
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impious ſectaries; and the black ſtone, the firſt 
monument of the nation, was borne away in tri- 
umph to their capital. 


A general revolt of the provinces in different 


met. 


— : 


| parts of the Saracen empire took place, by the L 
| Viceroys or Governors, from A. D. 800, to A. D. | 
| 936, during which period the ſlaughter of the 

| Mahometans muſt have been very great. 

J K 
| We conjecture this as a ſufficient proof, that the 

| three verſes, viz. 3, 4, and 5, allude to this period; 
| for, although Syria and Egypt were twice diſ- 4 
L membered by their Turkiſh ſlaves of the race of | 8 
; Toulun and Ikſhid*, we do not read of any fut- | 

| ferings of the Chriſtians :- So that this part of the | 

; prophecy is ſo far fulfilled, by killing thoſe who had WI 
N not the mark of God in their forehead: As the Wl © 
N war aroſe from the hereſy in the religion of Maho - :nc 


The firſt great battle recorded in hiſtory was in 
the year goo. If we are permitted to ſtate 
the date of the entrance of the Bedoweens into Sy- 
ria, in A. D. 912, it will enable us to account from 

that period to the capture of Conſtantinople by the 
Turks, 
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The five verſes, from the ſeventh to the eleventh, 
incluſive, by the figurative expreſſions © The 
ſhapes of the locuſts were like unto horſes, &c.” 


We conceive repreſent the increaſe of the power of 


the Bedoweens, until the defeat of Mahmud the 
Gaznevide, the laſt Imam, A. D. 1038, at the 
ſmall town of F Choraſan, in Perſia. 


Verſe 11. And they had a king over them, 
which is the angel of the bottomleſs pit.” 


That 1s, their firſt king was elected by a people 


ripe for rebellion againſt their Sovereign and go- 
vernment, and by fanatics. Ro 


* Which! is the angel of the bottomleſs pic?” 


38 1 


to ariſe out of the bottomleſs pit in Roman Aſia, 
and to which we apply t the 6th val. 


come two woes more hereafter, VIZ.” 


I. The invaſion and conqueſt of Perſia and of 
Aſia Minor by the Turks. 


II. The capture of Conſtantinople. 
1 Gib. Vol. X. 344. 


The firſt evil or meſſenger to another, which * 


Verſe 12. © One woe is vaſt, and behold there 
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III. The conqueſt of the Eaſtern Roman Pro- 


Verſe 14. © Looſe the four angels which are 
bound in the great river Euphrates. | 
1g. And the four angels were looſed, which u 
were prepared for an hour, and a day, and a month, tl 
and a year, for to ſlay the third part of men.” 
17. © And the heads of the horſes were as the WM tc 
heads of lions: and out of their mouths iſſued fire, 
and ſmoke and brimſtone. 
ee 
18. By theſe three was the third part of men ſn 
killed, by the fire, and by the . and by the 
brimſtone.“ 
| Ee. the 
We conceive ver. 15. to deſcribe an empire, WM tur 


which was to ariſe for the completion of a 
particular event at a given time, and at the end of 


Gibbon, vol. 10, page 352, © The name of Alp 
Arſlan, the valiant lion, &c. and the ſucceſſor of 
Togrul, diſplayed the fierceneſs and generoſity of 

the royal animal. He paſſed the Euphrates, A. D. 
1063, at the head of the Turkiſh cavalry.” We 
| nc 


$ 


wt 
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may therefore infer, that this war began in 1062, | 
or upon the inveſtiture of Togrul. | 


i 4 
a ——— — ä — 
— — — - — 


In ſupport of this we _ ſtate 2 conjectures: 118 


I. That the empire of the Turks, repreſented — 
under four angels, aroſe out of three powers, viz. 
the Perſian, Chagan, and Saracen. 1 


IT. That the lion, was the appellation given = 
to the Sultan of the Turks. | 


III. That the uſe of gunpowder * is repre- 
ſented under the figurative expreſſions — fire, 
ſmoke, and brimſtone. 


IV. That the reſult of our periods account for 
the ſpace of time which clapſed previouſly to the cap- | 
ture of C onſtantinople, VIZ. 


1 5 5 
The riſe of the Bedoweens 912 
Their duration of five months, or 150 

1 Year J The riſe of the Turks 1062 

| Month } or years = - = 391 

Day 0 3 

| Hour | ——2gth of May * — 14 


Gib. Vol. 12, p. 63.—Gunpowder. 
Conſtantinople taken May 29, A. D. 1453. Gib. 
Vol. 12, p. 209. 
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We therefore conclude that the whole of this 


chapter relates to the fulfilling of what we have 
ſtated to fall under the ſecond vial. 


4s the 11th chapter, verſe 2. * But the Court 


which is without the temple leave out, and meaſure 


not ; for it is given unto the Gentiles ; and the holy 
city ſhall they tread under foot forty and two 
months.” The court”,we interpret to refer to the 


Roman dominions in Aſia; and ©the city” to allude | 


to Antioch, This being the city where the diſciples 


were firſt named Chriſtians*: And from the words | 
leave out” we infer, that the remaining prophecies | 
in Revelation are not to be conſtrued to al- 
lude to Aſia. We ſhall therefore proceed to draw | 
our concluſion reſpecting the completion of this 
prophecy, with regard to the Roman provinces be- | 
tween the ſeas. 


Daniel, Chap. 8, Verſe 13. © How long ſhall | 
be the viſion concerning the daily facrifice, and the | 


tranſgreſſion of deſolation, to give both the ſanctu- 
ary and the hoſt to be trodden under foot? 


Verſe 1 & The anſwer. cc Unto two houſind and | 


three hundred n : 


b Adds chap. xi. ver. 26. 


Chap, 
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Chap. 12, Verſe 6. * How long ſhall it be to 
the end of theſe wonders? 


Verſe 7. 1 he anſwer, He held up his right hand 
and his left hand unto heaven, and ſware by him 
that liveth for ever, that it ſhall be for a time, times, 
and an half. 


Verſe 12, © Bleſſed 15 he that waiteth, and cometh 
to the thouſand three hundred and five and thirty 
days.“ 


The three times in Daniel, Chap. 12, plainly de- 
monſtrate that the prophecies will be fulfilled at 
three different periods; and that the prophecy of 


2,300 years concerning the abolition of the daily 


acrifice, of courſe muſt end at the period of 1335. 


Chap. 16, Verſe 2. © And the firſt went, and 
poured out his vial upon the earth; and there fell a 


noiſome and grievous ſore upon the men which 


had the mark of the beaſt, and upon them which 
vorſnipped his! image. 


Verſe 3. © And the ſecond angel poured out 
his vial upon the ſea; and it became as the blood 
of 
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of a dead man: ond. ay living ſoul died i in the 
ſea. 


Verſe 4. © And the third angel poured out 
his vial upon the rivers and fountains of waters; 
and they became blood.” 


Verſe 8. © And the fourth angel poured out 
his vial upon the ſun; and power was given unto 
him to ſcorch men with fire.” 


Verſe 10. „ And the fifth angel poured out 
his vial upon the ſeat of the beaſt; and his king- 
dom was full of EIS; and they gnawed their 

tongues for pain.” 


Veric za. And the fixth angel poured out 
his vial upon the great river Euphrates; and the 
water thereof was dried up, that the way of the 
Kings of the Eaſt might be prepared.” ep 10 

We therefore conclude that the different dates 
apply to each of the firſt three vials, and to their 
correſponding ones, viz. the 4th 5th and 6th. 


Therefore if we add 1260 years to the time of 
pouring out any of the firſt three vials, it will fur- | 
niſnh us with the year in which it will end. 
| And 
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And if we add the date that is in ſucceſſion, with 
the correſponding vial, to the pouring forth of the 
firſt vial, the reſult will agree with the year n 
by the firſt 3 


And if we ſubtract the years before Chriſt that 
the Daily Sacrifice was taken away from 2,300, 
this will give us the year when the wonders are 
to finiſh. E 


We have conſidered the ſubject we have been 
treating of, as applicable to the ſecond vial, and 


that it commenced 5 — A. D. 611 
agreeably to the firſt | propoſition add 5 260 
A. D. 187 b. 


with the ſecond, not only as the words of the 
verſe refer to the kingdom, but becauſe it is the 


laſt, and for this reaſon we take che laſt 4255 of 
Daniel. | : 

8 Riſe ofthe fit vial—which we ſhall endeavour 
to prove was -'..- di» 08 
obe laſt date of Daniel = — "Iz 


ur- 


And 


We have taken the 6th vial as "cams : 
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If we are permitted to ſuppoſe the Daily Sacri- 


fice to have been taken away, B. C. 429, as 


per Oxon. Chronol. A Fœdere cum multis uſque 


ad defectionem Hoſtiæ et Sacrificii,“ nearly five 


hundred years before the commencement of the 


_ Chriſtian Ara. 


The date given 5 2300 
Deduct — — 429 
1871 


THE SECOND AND SIXTH VIALS END HERE, 
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WE come now to treat of the prophecies on the 
Roman empire in Europe, to which, we have al- 
ready remarked, the future prophecies are con- 
fined. Since we have no prediction in Daniel 
which can enable us to aſcertain how the beaſt, that he 
has mentioned, and that roſe out of the earth, is to be 
deſtroyed, and ſince Divine Providence has hither- 
to foretold the Powers which would be made uſe of 
on Earth to fulfil his will; and as Daniel, chap. 
II. has given us the ſtate of the Powers that were 


chap. VI. in the Revelation, deſcribes theſe Pow- 


to exiſt during the pleaſure of the Almighty. 


to ariſe at a given period, we ſhall conclude, that 


ers which are to deſtroy the beaſt, and which are 
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REVELATION, CHAP. VI. 


Verſe © A ND! faw, and behold, a white horſe; } 

2. and he that ſat on him had a bow, and | 
a crown was given unto _ and he went forth | 
conquering, and to conquer,” | 


Ruſſia, in its original ſtate, was divided into | 
two Dominions: the one diſtinguiſhed by the ſlaves 
of Novogorod, and the other by the Ruſſians of 
Kiof“. 


It is ſaid, that it was not till A. D. 862, that 
Novogorod became an Empire under Rourickf. | 


In the mythology of this Empire we find a Tem- 
ple at Akron, long after the above date, in which 
Le Clere, Vol. I. p. 82, Hiſt. de Ruſſie. + p._87s 

the 
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31 


che God Suttovid*, or the God of the ſun and war 
18 placed. 


He is repreſented with a bow in his left hand, 
and a white horſe ſtanding by him, and a faddle 
and bridle hanging up by the ſanctuary f. 


On 


151. 
N Hiſt, de Ruſſie Par M. le Clerc. Vol. I. Page 209. 
Suẽtovide ou Suiatovide. 
Dieu du Soleil & de la Guerre, 
Cette Idole, d'une grandeur demeſuree, etoit faite du bois 
le plus dur: elle avoit quatre viſages, & chaque face mar- 


barbe, avoit les cheveux friſes a la maniere des Slaves de 
Pine Rugen; ſon habit étoit court, il tenoit un arc de la 
main gauche, il avoit dans la droite une corne de metal, & 
portoit au cõtẽ un grand ſabre dont le fourreau etoit d' argent. 
On lui avoit eleve un Temple dans la ville d'Akron. Place 
au milieu de ce Temple, comme dans un Sanctuaire, Suẽto- 
ide etoit entoure de rideaux d'une ẽtoffe riche. A peu de 
ditance de l'Idole, on avoit ſuſpendu une ſelle & une bride 
Tune grandeur extraordinaire, elles etoient deſtinees au che- 
al blanc qui lui étoit conſacre, Il &toit dẽfendu, ſous les 
Fines les plus graves, de lui arracher meme un crin. Le 


es | 


wifiblement lorſquiils alloient combattre l'ennemi; que 


ſon 
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* Mallet, Hiſt. de Dannemark, Copenh. 1758, P. 149 


quoit une ſaiſon, ou l'un des points cardinaux, le Dieu, ſans 


bretre avoit ſeul le privilege de le panſer & de le monter. 
| faiſoit accroire au Slaves, que Suẽtovide les accompagnoit 


burent animal conſacrè faiſoit de lon gues courſes pendant 
a nuit, & quoiqu'il Peat laifſe la veille bien net & attache à 
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them, and declared Igor ſole Sovereign of all the 


fon ratelier, il le trouvoit le lendemain couvert de ſucur & 
de boue; il ne menquoit, pas de tirer augure des courſes } 
nocturnes qu'il avoit faites lui meme. 


r 


celle de Novogorod. Rempli de cette idée, il raſſemble des 


Kiof, prend Smolenſk & Lubetz, II arrive pendant la nuit 


detaches des Officiers qui vont annoncer ſon arrive & fon 


ſoldats d' Oleg. Ce perfide prend Igor dans ſes bras, lane 


1 
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On the death of Rourick, in 879, Oleg, the 


Tutor of Igor, the only ſon of Rourick, aſter having 


eſtabliſned himſelf in the government, marched to 
Kiofꝰ, enticed the Princes out of the city, murdered 


Ruſſias. Here the firſt dynaſty of the Sovereigns 
of Kiof terminated, and the firſt dynaſty of the | 
Emperors commenced f. | 


We 


Le trẽſor de Suetovide tanta les Danois : Vladimar, leur { 
Prince, $'empara de la ville "Akron, pilla le treſor fi t hacher E 8 
la ſtatue, & jetter les debris dans le feu qui conſumoit ſon 8 

Temple. Vol. I. p. 104. = 
© p; tor» b 
I D*Oleg regarda avec envie la en des Princes de Kiof, 9 
& ſuppoſa que cette ſouverainete devoit étre Papanage de ce 


Slaves, des Vareges, des Tchoudes, en forme un corps d armé, 
emmene Igor avec lui, entre en compagne, marche vers 


pres des remparts de Kiof, & des que le jour commence i 
paroitre, il cache une partie de ſes troupes dans les barquesh 
qui le conduiſent, & ſe fait ſuivre de loin par les autres. 


paſſage pour la Grece, aux deux freres Oskold & Dir accor 
dent cet entretien, & marchent ſans defiance au-devan 
d' Oleg, pour lui donner des temoignages d amitis. A pein 
& ſont ils hors des portes de K iof, qu ils ſont entoures de 


par 
gue 


de 
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We ſuppoſe this event to have occurred A. D. 
$896*, as he ſoon after prepared to attack Con- 
ſtantinople f which city was beſieged by him 
A. D. 904 J. 


We have here the WHITE Horsz, the Bow, 
and the CROWN. 


D Tba 
des regards feroces ſur ces Princes erẽdules, & leur dit, d'un 
ton menagant: Vous n'etes ni Princes, ni de race de 
Prince; & voici le fils de Rourick, ſeul Souverain de Ruſſie.“ 

Ces paroles etoient ſans doute le ſignal du rẽgicide: a peine 
furent-elles prononcees, que des ſoldats maſſacrent Os Kold 
& Dir aux pieds d' Oleg, Ainſi finit la premiere dynaitie des 
Souverains de Kiof, Vel. I. "age 106. | 

*:p; 106 


d'une ambition trop vaſte pour ſe renfermer dans une en- 
ceinte de cabanes ruſtiques, & trop avide pour ſe contenter 
des tributs impoſes aux peuples qu'elle a foumis. L'idẽe & 
de defir des richeſſes l'inflamment, & lui montrent en per- 
ſpective une meilleure fortune: la priſe de Conſtantinople 
derient object de ſes væux, & bientdt le Boſphore ſera le 5 
theätre ſanglant de ſes exploits. Vl. I p 106. 

+ Gibbon's Roman Empire. Vol. X. Page 230. 

The filence of the Greeks may inſpire ſome doubt of the 
truth, or at leaſt of the importance of the ſecond attempt by 
Oleg, the guardian of the ſons of Ruricx. 

Les Ruſſes, de tems immemorial, ont forme un peuple 
particulier qui navoit rien de commun avec la nation Gothi- 
zue; & ce peuple ancien Etoit probablement une Colonie 

| de 


+ Ses premiers ſuccès ne feront que les premiers pass 


— 


— —— EI 


mn — 


— . ———— 


— — — 
—TUUU— —— — —— — — 2 — 
— — — 


81 
. 
| Bs 
? 
1 
T 
1 
i4 10 
1 
if 
1 
11 
by } 
1 
14 
{3 
27 
bs 
4 
{ 
1 
1 
7 
1 
I 
iff 
i 
1 
Fi 
3 
70 
| 


— 
coy 2 
— — —˙—˙—˙—'— Ce mens ———— — — — 
- = A — — 2 OWL GT om} 2 x Ww — 
. EEE ho — — ends. ͤ—— we _ 2 


34 CONJECTURES ON THE 


The ſecond dynaſty, we do not think can pro- 
perly be faid to have commenced* before the 26th 


of January, 1616 f, when peace was ſigned 


de Huns qui s'tablirent ſur les bords du Boriſthene, & y 
fonderent la ville de Kiof. Que la Domination des Ruſſes de 
Kiof portoit le nom de Kuningard, (pays des Huns) & qu'ils 
etoient regardẽs comme tels par les peuples voiſins. Vol. I, 


Page 83. Les anciennes chroniques Ruſſes appellent Ougorie 
le pays des Huns; & l'endroit meme ou les Souverains de 


Kiof furent enterres portoit le nom n I'Ougors Koie (la place 
des Huns.) 
Vol. 3. p. 25 _ 
+ Seconde Dynaſtie des Princes Ruſſes. 
Ce fut au milieu du feu de la diſcorde, que les Ruſſes, at. 


taques par autant d'ennemis que de voiſins, ſentirent la ne- 8 
ceflite de ſe reunir pour faire un choix qui decida du fort de | 
PEmpire, Aprés de longs debars, la pluralite? des voix fut 
pour le Prince Michel Fedorovitz Romanof 1613 renferme | 
avec ſamere dans le Monaſtere d'Ipatſti a a Koſtroma. | 


Vol. III. Page 16. 


+La mediation des Puiſſances dont le Tzar avoitimplors les f 
ſecours, accelererent la concluſion de la paix entre la Suede : 
& la Ruſſie: le Traits fut conclu a Stolbof le 26 Janvier 1616. 
Vol. III. Page 25. l 
| Tous les ſils de Fedor Nikititz moururent dans Penfance ; 

excepte Mikail Fedorovitz. Vol, III. Page 10. 
____ Philaret Romanof ou Fedor Nikititz Jourief & nomme 5 
Metropolitain de Roſtof & de Jawſlaf, frere de Michel, pre- 
mier Tzar de la race de ce nom, fut elu a la place d'Her· 


mogene, Vol. III. Page 16. 


between 


2 — 
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between Ruſſia and Sweden. Although Michael 
Fedorowitz Romanof, the ſon of Philaut Roma. 


nof, Metropolitan of Roſtoff, and Jawſlaf was 


proclaimed Tzar, in 1613, at Moſcow. But in No- 
vogorod there were two Competitors for the 
Throne beſides the King of Sweden. 


In Chapter 19, which may be called the con- 
cluſton, there are ſome verſes which are ſtrikingly 
applicable to this Empire. 


Verſe 11. © Behold a white horſe, and in 
righteouſneſs doth he make war,” in ſupport of the 


Greek Church. In the Manifeſto of the Empreſs, 


on the conqueſt of Warſaw, ſhe reproaches the re- 


bels in theſe words, You ſhould not have attacked 


theſe people, they were Greeks,” 


Verſe £2, And on his head were many 
crowns.” This may be an alluſion to Ruſſia ; ſee 
the titles in the frontiſpiece, which exceed thoſe 
of Tamerlane, who boaſted of having twenty- 
ſix. „ And he had a name written that no 
man knew but himſelf,” This may either 


allude to the Title Tzar and Autocrator, or to 


the Language, which is ſcarcely known, in Europe, 
out of the extenſive northern countries of Ruſſia 


and Poland. | 
D 2 Verſe 
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| Verſe 16. © And he hath on his veſture, and 
on his thigh a name written, Kino or KINGS, 
and LoRD or Lokps.“ | 


Verſe 21. * And the remnant were ſlain by 
him who fat upon the white horſe,” This is an 
alluſion to chap. vi. ver. 2. 


APOCALYPSE OF st. JOHN, 


37 


GERMANY. 


REVELATION, CHAP. VI. 


Verſe 6e 


4. was red, and power was given to him 
that ſat Son, to take peace from the earth, and 
that they ſhould kill one another.” 


the Alps and ſubdued the Kingdom of Italy, de- 
livered the Pope, and for ever fixed the Imperial 
Crown in the name and nation of Germany, 


From that memorable ra, two maxims of 


public Juriſprudence were introduced by force, and 
ratified by time. 


I. That the Prince who was elected in the 
German Diet, acquired from that inſtant the ſub- 
je& kingdoms of Italy and Rome. 


+ Gib, Vol IX. p. 191. 
D 3 II. But 


ND there went out another horſe that 


At the head of a victorious army“, Ocho paſſed 
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II. But that he might not legally aſſume the 
Titles of Emperor, and Auguſtus, till he had 
received the Crown from the hands of the Roman 
Pome. 


We therefore conceive the word, © red,” to 
denote a Sovereignty inferior to that of an he- 
reditary Emperor; by being elective among the 
Princes in Germany. Since it is the country 
where military Tactics have been more ſtudied, 
and from whence the other States have acquired 
their ſkill in that Science : and as it has been hi- 
therto involved in continual wars, it may fairly 
be preſumed that the latter part of the verſe 1 
ticularly applies to this Empire. 


ENGLAND. 
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E N GL AN P. 


REVELATION, CHAP, VI. 


Verſe © A ND I beheld, and lo, a black horſe, 
55 11 and he that fat on him had a pair 
of balances in his hand.” Here we find depicted 
the ſpirit of our Conſtitution, and the ſpirit of our 
Laws, having Juſtice for their baſis —Mr. Fle- 
ming has taken the Sun to repreſent France: ſurely 
we may, with equal propriety, ſuppoſe the black 
horſe, in this verſe to apply to our bleſſed coun- 
try.—Eſpecially as the black horſe at Charing 
Croſs, may be conſidered as a national work “. 
It was the purchaſe of the country at large. It 
was paid for with the money voted by Parlia- 


* The Commons, on the zoth of June, 1678, voted the 
ſum of £.70,000, for ſolemnizing the funeral of King 
Charles I. and erecting a monument to his memory, 
Ihe fine equeſtrian ſtatue at Charing Croſs, was eretted 
with part of this money, Britiſh Chronol, 

D 4 ment 


40 CONJECTURES ON THE 


ment to defray the funeral expences of a king 
whom his antimunarchical ſubjects had murdered; 
beſides there is no other empire in Europe to 
which the figurative expreſſions in the verſe can 


apply. 


CHAP. XI. 


We agree with former writers that the two 
witneſſes, are the Old and New Teſtament ; for we 
have no other prophecies to which a Chriſtian can 
refer. Beſides, this chapter 1s only an elucidation of 

Dan. chap. 7. ver. 25. becauſe it ſhews that the 
' ſufferings of the Goſpel would be general over the 
then known part of Europe. Viz. « They ſhall 
prophecy a thouſand two hundred and ſixty days 
in ſackcloth.” We read of the blue and green fac- 
tions in the Greek, and of the idolatry in the Latin 
churches, and of various hereſies, ſchiſms, and ſec- 
taries which exiſted at the time this date commen- | 
ced; and particularly of the Emperor, who died a 
heretic*. And as in the next chapter it is declared 
that the Goſpel fled into the wilderneſs, we may con- | 
clude that idolatry is increaſed, and that it may be 
faid the witneſſes barely exiſted. 1 1 


* Gib. Vol. 8. p. 328. | 
Daniel I 
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Daniel has foretold that an Empire would ariſe 
out of the Earth. In ver. 7, we have another 
Empire. | 


Verſe 7. And when they are * finiſhing their 
teſtimonies, © The beaſt that aſcendeth out of the 


ſhall overcome them, and kill them.“ 


_ Verſe 11. And after three days and a half (three 
years and a half) the ſpirit of life- from God en- 
tered into them ; and they ſtood upon their feet; 
and great fear fell upon them that ſaw them.” 


Verſe 13. „ And the ſame hour there was a 
great earthquake, and the tenth part of. the city 
fell,” | 1 


The word © aſcendeth,” we conceive alludes to 
the killing of the witneſſes, (that is the diſſemina- 


ed ; 
on- 4 
be 


tne prieſts, and the dethronement of the King) 
which took place prior to the firſt year of the 
French Republic, in A. D. 1792.—Sept. 22. 


* We follow this reading from Antichriſt. 


bottomleſs pit, ſhall make war againſt them, and 


tion of Antichriſtian doctrines, the baniſhment of 


ſame might be ſaid of the extent t of F rance, A. D. 
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CHAP. XII. 


Verſe 3. © And behold a great red dragon, 
having ſeven heads, and ten horns, and ſeven 
crowns upon his heads.” 


Here we have a repreſentation of the Roman 
Empire, after the three Kings were ſubdued, (as 
foretold by Daniel,) this was in the reign of Juſti- 
nian. By the word © dragon” is meant the 
abomination which would enſue on the riſe of 
the Beaſt out of the earth, as expreſſed by “ and 
his tail drew the third part of the ſtars of Heaven.” 
That is one-third of the Roman empire. The 


536. 


Ver 14. © And to the woman were given 
two wings of a great eagle, that ſne might fly into 
the wilderneſs, into her place where ſhe is nou- 
riſhed for a time, times, and half a time, from 
the face of the ſerpent.” 


The word © woman” we conceive alludes to the 
Goſpel of Chriſt. 


ce Two 
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« Two wings of a great eagle.” is an evident 
alluſion to the Greek church, which was the eſtab- 
liſhed religion of Conſtantinople : and not to the 
Roman church: becauſe the word © great can- 
not properly apply to Rome, which at that time 
was only the ſecond city in the Empire. 


ce Wilderneſs” beyond the Danube, is an ex- 


preſſion uſed by Gibbon, and, probably, he may 


have met with it in ſome old latin author. 

We read that the barbarians with Attila, were, in 
leaſt, many of them, and that his palace * was ſeated 
pathian hills, in the plains of Upper Hungary, 
it might therefore be ſuppoſed that even in his 


reign, ſome miſſionaries would have reſorted to 
that country from Conſtantinople; but if not ar 


en 1 | 
to this period, they did ſoon after, as the communi- 
= cation with that city became more frequent. 


Gib. Vol. 6, p. 136. The palace of Attila, with the 
old country of Dacia, from the Carpathian hills to the Eux- 


ine, became the ſeat of a new power; which was erected bß 


the Ardaric, king of the Gepidæ. 


| 2 Ii 
Two 


general, converted to the Chriſtian Religion, or, at 


between the Danube, the Teyſs, and the Car- 
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In one of the notes to chap. 6. it is tated, 
that the kingdom of Now was peopled by a colony A 
of Huns, that the capital city was no great dil. 1 
tance from the mountains, and that the Sovereigns 0 


of that part of Ruſſia were firſt converted. For * 


Photius, congratulates the Greek church on the C 
converſion of the Ruſſians, A. D. 864 f. And Gib- 


bon further remarks, that a Greek biſhop, with the 2 
name of Metropolitan, might adminiſter the facra- by 
ments in the church of Kiow, to a congregation of Do 
ſlaves and natives}. But the ſeed of the Goſpel was ill &; 
ſown on a barren ſoil: (here is a Metropolitan in we 
a wilderneſs.) The word “ nouriſhed,” we read, as ve 
applying ſtrongly to © time, times, and half time,” pe 
and pointing out the place of the flight of the 


8 and where it will be found. 


- - CHAP. XIII. 


In this chapter we find a full deſcription of the 
Beaſt, which was only mentioned before in chap. xi, 
v. 7. The words © leopard, bear, and lion”, are uſed 
in a figurative ſenſe to deſcribe the Roman empire, 
and the expreſſions, ten horns, with ten crowns", 
mark the period in which the beaſt mentioned in 


Gib. Vol. 10, p. 238, f 239. Eo 
this 
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this chapter is to ariſe. “ And I ſaw one of 


his heads wounded to death. ” This we con- 


ceive applies to the firſt æra of the Roman empire“, 
to A. R. 666, when Marius made himſelf maſter 
of the city, and declared himſelf and Cinna, con- 
ſuls, without even the form of aſſembling the 


perpetual dictator. And his deadly wound was 
healed.” The election of the Juſtinian Emperors 
by the Comitia. “ And the dragon gave him his 


&c. in church and ſtate; and all the other evils which 
were co-eval with the foundation of Rome. 


unto him to continue forty and two months.“ 
This implies that the power of the beaſt and dragon 
would continue forty and two months. 


Verſe 9. If any man have an ear let him hear.” | 


This is a ſtrong exhortation to the reader, 
ufferent circumſtances which are to happen to 


be France. 


» Fleftive monarchy, and republican — 


Verſe 


comitia. And in A. R. 671, Sylla is conſtituted 


power.” The revival of faction, party, rebellion, 


Ver. 5, © And there was given unto him a mouth 
ſpeaking blaſphemies.” © And power was given 


And the following verſes are deſcriptive of the 


mark the empire; and this empire we conceive to 
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Verſe 10. © He that leadeth into captivity, ſhall 

go into captivity. He that killeth with the ſword, 
muſt be killed with the ſword. Here is the patience | 
and the faith of the ſaints. 


Verſe 11. ©* And I beheld another beaſt coming 
up out of the earth, and he had two horns like a 
tamb, and he ſpake as a dragon. 


Verſe 12. And he exerciſeth all the power of 
the firſt beaſt before him, and cauſeth the earth, 
and them which dwell therein, to worſhip the firſt 
beaſt, whoſe deadly wound was healed. 


Verſe 13. And he doth great wonders, ſo that 
he maketh fire come down from heaven on the 
earth, in the ſight of men. 


Verſe 14. © Anddeceiveth them that dwell on 
the earth, by the means of thoſe miracles, which he 
had power to do in the fight of the beaſt, ſayingto 
them that dwell on the earth, that they ſhould make 
an 1mage to the beaſt, which had the wound by 2 
ſw 'Ord, and did live. 


Verſe 1 5. „ And he had power to give lie 
unto the image of the beaſt, that the image of the 


beaſt ſhould both ſpeak; and cauſe that as many 
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as would not worſhip the 1 image of the beaſt ſhould 
be killed. 


Verſe 16. © And he cauſeth all, both ſmall 


and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive 


a mark in their right hand, or in their forehead. 


Verſe 17. © And that no man might buy or 
ſell, ſave he that had the mark, or the name of 
the beaſt, or the number of his name. 


Verſe 18. Here is wiſdom, let him that 
hath underſtanding count the number of the beaſt, 


hundred three ſcore and fix,” 


In Gibbons hiſtory, we read, that Clovis, 
the king of the Franks, the narrow limits 
of whoſe kingdom were confined to the Iſland of 


t0 and Arras, conquered three kings, viz. * Syagrius, 
ke the King of the Alemanni, and Gundobald. 


This agrees with the Prophecy of Daniel— 
And he ſhall ſubdue three kings; alſo with ver. 11, 
e And I beheld another beaſt coming up.” It is 


of the ſucceſſors of Clovis, at the time the king- 
* Gib. Vol. vi. p. 312, 313, 328. 
- dom 


for it is the number of a man; and his number i 1s ſix | 


the Batavians, with the ancient dioceſes of Tournay 


very remarkable that the extent of the dominions 


** 
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dom was declared independent of the Roman Em- 
pire, in A. D. 536, was nearly the ſame as the do- 

minions now ſubject to the Government of France, 
The original Government was Monarchical, out of 
which ſprung two others, correſponding with Verſe 
11, „ And he had two horns,” viz. 


ELECTIVE MONARCHY, 
AND 


REPUBLIC. 


« The lamb and the dragon.” The latter repre- | 
ſents the evils committed inthe different ſtages du- 
ring the two æras. The former is an emblem 
of their profeſſions that all their actions were for 

; ts pearls of mankind. 


The ts of government adopted on the late 
Revolution in France, bears, certainly, a very ſtri- 
king likeneſs to that of Rome, at the periad here- 
after mentioned. The French have beſides en- 
deavoured to eſtabliſh the ſame ſyſtem: univerſally. 
And moreover have fulfilled the prophecy in chap. 


Ki. 
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xi. v. 7, by killing the witneſſes : and the words of 
Daniel, in chap. vii, v. 25, * And he ſhall ſpeak 
great words againſt the Moſt High, and ſhall wear 
out the Saints of the Moſt High, and think to 
change times and laws: And they ſhall be given 
into his hand, until a time, and times, and the di- 
viding of time.” And after committing the above 
atrocities, they formed a New Calendar, and have 
been for ſome time endeavouring to form a Con- 
ſtitution. Now to the declaration of Our Saviour 
in Matthew, chap. xxiv. verſe 15, When ye 
therefore ſhall ſee the abomination of deſolation, 
| ſpoken of by Daniel the prophet, ſtand in 
the holy Place.” which may be ſaid to be ful- 
filled by the clamours of the French people, viz. 
No more altars! no more prieſts! no other God 
but the God of Nature !!! and by their requeſt to the 
Convention that the church of Notre Dame be chan- 
ged into a temple conſecrated to reaſon and tiuth: 
and moreover by a grand F feſtival dedicated to 
e Reaſon and Truth which was celebrated at the 
ci- devant cathedral at Paris. In the middle of this 
church was erected a mount, and on it a very plain 
temple, the facade of which bore the following in- 
ſcription: © A la Philoſophie.“ The torch of truth 


* Talma. p: 152, October 16, 1793. P. 15 7. | 
Nov. 11, 1793. 
1 3 was 
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was on the fummit of the mount, upon the altar of 
reaſon, ſpreading light. The Convention and all 
the conſtituted authorities aſſiſted at the ceremony, 


The number 666 is given, that we may be 
enabled to find out 1ſt. The name of the empire, 
2dly, The conſtitution of that empire, the image 
of which was to be adopted by the beaſt ; and 3dly 
The name of the Empire in which this eventwas to 
take place. We ſhall therefore take Lateinos 
[Greek] the name of a man, who was king of the 
Latins, and from whom the founder of Rome was 
deſcended, which will give us 666 ; and the go- 
vernment of Rome from Romulus to its capture by 
the rebel Marius, A. R. 666; and we ſhall take 
Chlodovechus or Chlodoveus, by flinging away the ch 
and read it Ludovicus, (the true latin) for 
Lewis. 


+ Gid. Vol. 6, p. 310, For the ch. expreſſes only the Ger- 
man aſpiration; and the true name is not different from 
Luduin, or Lewis. (Mem de PAcadamie des * 
Tom. 20. p. 68. 
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The following will ſerve as an elucidation. 


ROME. 


FRANCE. 
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MAY. 


TALMA, page 82. May 26, Decree, that the Eccle- 
ſiaſtics declare to what foreign country they mean 
to retire, when they were to be furniſhed with a 
_ paſſport, and to quit the diſtrict within twenty-four 
hours. 


Page 83. June 13. The King refuſed to ſanction 
the decree againſt the refractory en and * 
cat of 20,000 men, near Paris. : 

Page 84. June 17. The High National Court 
of France, paſs a decree, which declares the two 
brothers of the French King, and the Prince de 
Cond, deprived of the title of French citizens, and 
confiſcates their effects to che nation. 


Page 92. Aug. 9. The Aſſembly, conſidering 
the preſent dangerous ſituation of the capital, de- 
creed, that till order be reſtored, there ſhould be a 


permanent ſitting. A bill was * entitled 
e The Tocſin of Liberty.“ 


Page 9 4. Aw 12. The King, Queen and, 
Royal F amily ſent to the 8 


FFC 
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Page 101. September 21. The convention de- 
creed, that Royalty is aboliſned in France. 


Page the ſame, September 22. The cee 
decreed, that all the public acts ſhall be dated, 
te The firſt year of the French Republic.“ 


Dax EL, ch. 12, Ver. 10. Many ſhall be purified, 
and made white, and tried, but the wicked ſhall do 
wickedly: and none of the wicked ſhall underſtand, 
but the wiſe ſhall underſtand.” 


By this we are to underſtand, that men will con- 
tinue to worſhip the image of the beaſt ; We have, 
therefore, extracted from Revelation, as a' warn- 
ing to thoſe, who are ſupporters of republican doc- 
trines, the denunciation of the Almighty againſt 
ſuch perſons, in the hope of contributing to the | 
decreaſe, if not to the entire deſtruction of their 
evil practices, 
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REVELATION, CHAP. XIV. 


verse 9 © And 40 third angel followed them, 
ſaying, with a loud voice, if any man worſhip the 
beaſt, and his image, and receive his mark, 1n his 


forehead, or in his hand. 


Verſe 10. © The ſame ſhall drink of the wine 


of the wrath of God, which is poured out without 
mixture, into the cup of his indignation; and he 
ſhall be tormented with fire and brimſtone in the 
Preſence of the holy angels, and in the preſence or 


the Lamb.” 


Chap. xv. v. 2. © And I ſaw as it were a ſea 


of glaſs, mingled with fire; and them that had 
gotten the victory over the beaſt, and over his 

image, and over his mark, and over the number 
ol his name, ſtand on the ſea of glaſs, having the 


harps of God. 4 


Chap. xix. v. 20. * And the beaſt was taken, 


and with him the falſe prophet that wrought mira- 
cles before him, with which he deceived them 


that had ceived the mark of the beaſt, and them 


"© 4 | that 
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that worſhipped his image. Theſe both were caſt 
alive into a lake of fire burning with brimſtone.” 


Chap. xx. ver. 4 And I ſaw thrones, and 
they ſat upon them, and judgment was given unto 
them: and I ſaw the ſouls of them that were be. 
headed for the witneſs of Jeſus, and for the word 
of God, and which had not worſhipped the beaſt 
neither his image, neither had received his mark 
upon their foreheads, or in their hands, and they 
lived and reigned with Chriſt a thouſand years,” 


' CHAP. XVII and XVIII. 


IN the firſt of theſe chapters we have two figu- 
rative expreſſions, viz. * whore” and «© woman; 
and in the laſt verſe of the ſame chapter, we are 
told that woman' is the repreſentative of that great 
city: it may therefore be preſumed that theſe 
chapters allude to two cities, the deſcription of 
which is given in both, together with the diſtinct 
- puniſhments allotted to each. The emblematical 
expreſſion, © ſcarlet coloured beaſt with ten horns” 
which has hitherto been conſidered as deſcriptive 
of the Roman Empire, pointy out the' fituation of 
theſe cities. 


« And 
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«© And I ſaw a woman fit upon a ſcarlet coloured 
beaſt, full of names of blaſphemy,” verſe 3. This 
we take to imply, that Chriſtianity, with all the 
heinous enormities, which had been introduced into 
it, was the eſtabliſhed religion of a city; and the 
epithet © /carlet,” may be ſaid to refer to Rome, 
which was then degraded to the ſecond rank, in 
conſequence of the ſeat of government having been 
removed to Conſtantinople, 


Verſe 4. © And the woman was arrayed in 
purple. This paſſage not only denotes the ſeat of 
government, but alſo implies that the office of Su- 
preme Pontiff had been united to the Imperial 
dignity, as is evident by the word “ ſcarlet.” in 
the ſame ſentence. It is well known that Conſtan- 
tinople was founded by Conſtantine the Great, 
who brought about theſc two great events. 


The words © forehead,” «myſtery,” may denote, 
that in the beginning the foundations of Conſtantino- 
ple were laid in conſequence of a viſion *. And the 
expreſſion © Babylon the Great,” may be ſaid to 
point out the vanity of the founder, and to repre- 


In one of his laws, he has been careful to inſtru poſterity | 
that, in obedience to the commands of God, he laid the 
_ everlaſting foundation of Conſtantinople, Gib. vol. 3. p. 14. 
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| ſent that this city would be as abominable as the 


antient city of that name, and that it would come 


to the ſame end. 


The 7th and 8th verſes deſcribe the beaſt that was 
to ariſe out of the bottomleſs pit in this city, in 
order that the prophecy in chap. xi. ver. 7. (which 


muſt be conſtrued to extend over the Chriſtian 
world) — be fulfilled. 


In ver. 8, it is alſo foretold that the beaſt ſhall. 
go into * 


Verſe 9. © The ſeven heads are ſeven moun- 
tains.” In the 7th chapter of Daniel *, the leo- 
pard is deſcribed with four heads; which expreſiion 


ſignifies the governments, and the word © moun- 


tains,” is expreſſive of their greatneſs. 


Verſe 10. And there are ſeven kings.” We 


are of opinion that Auguſtus was the fifth. Con- 


ſtantine the ſixth, and Valentinian the ſeventh, be- 


3 * After this beheld, and lo, another like a leopard, which | 
had upon the back of it four wings of a fowl, the beaſt had 
alſo four heads, and dominion was given to it,” Dan. Chap. 
7, ver. 6. | 


cauſe 
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cauſe in the reign of the latter, the final“ diviſion of 
the Roman Empire took place, A. D. 364, by 

which event the prophecy 1 in Daniel, chap. ü. ver. 
41, was fulfilled, 


Verſe 8. « And the beaſt that was, and is not.“ 
We conſider Juſtin II. to be the eighth beaſt, be- 
cauſe his election to the Imperial purple, it may 
be ſaid, was different from the manner in which 
his predeceſſors were choſen. As they were 
elected f by the Senate, with the conſent of the mi- 
litary, or by the military only; beſides he revived 
the Conſulſhip 4 in his own perſon, A. D. 566, 
by both which circumſtances the then govern- 
ment became a ſtriking reſemblance to that of its | 
firſt æra, A. R. 666. 1 5 


In the caſtleor palace of Mediana, only three miles from 
Naiſſus, they executed the ſolemn and final diviſion of the 
Roman Empire. Gib. vol. 4. p. 262. 


+ The Emperor was elected by the authority of the Se- 
nate, and the conſent of the ſoldiers, Gib. vol. I, p. 118. 


At the end of 1000 years two conſuls were created by 
the Sovereigns of Rome and Conſtantinople, for the ſole pur- 
poſe of giving a date to the year, and a feſtival to the people. 
Vol. VII. p. 1 $2, Gibbon, 


In 
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In purſuance of our former ſuggeſtion,” that the 
expreſſion © whore,” was the repreſentative of 
a city, and that the puniſhments to which ſhe 
was devoted, were to be effected by ten kings: 
We ſhall conclude that the 12th and 17th 
verſes allude to Rome. The firſt circumſtance 
that was inſtrumental towards making her deſo- 
late was the riſe of France, A. D. 566. Then fol- 
lowed the conqueſt of Charlemagne, and the eſtab- 
 hſhment of the Empire of the Weſt in the 
Princes of Germany. A variety of occurrences 
have ſince fallen out to depreſs her in ſuch a 
manner, fo as to render her ſcarce worthy the 
appellation of a ſtate, Other events moſt pro- 
bably will happen in order to annihilate even her 
exiſtence as a ſtate in Europe, This annihilation 
we are ſtrongly inclined to think will occur in 
1296. 


Verſe 18. « And the woman vrhich thou ſaweſt, 
is that great city which reigneth over the kings 
of the earth, ” 


The word “e great” muſt neceſſarily refer to 
chap. xvii. ver. 5. This is confirmed by ver. 2, in 
the following chapter, Viz. © Babylon the Great is 
fallen, is fallen.” And in verſe 7, © for ſhe. 
DEN | ſaith 


| APOCALYPSE OF st. JOHN. 61 


83 


faith in her heart, I fit a queen, and am no wi- 
dow, and ſhall ſee no ſorrow.” Here we have 
a ſtrong alluſion to the viſion, in conſequence 
of which, the everlaſting foundations of Con- 
ſtantinople were laid. N 


The 18th chapter bears ſuch ample teſtimony 
of the great commercial advantages“ which aroſe 
from the ſituation of Conſtantinople as renders it 
impoſſible for the expreſſion, © Babylon the 
Great,” to be applied to Rome or any other 
city in the Roman Empire. The following verſe 

corroborates our hypotheſis. 


CHAP. XVII 


ii. And the fifth angel poured out 
his vial upon the ſeat of the beaſt, which we 
ſtate to have aſcended, A. D. 566. =» 


* Whatever rude commodities were collected in the foreſts 
of Germany and Scythia, as far as the ſources of the Tanais, 
and the Boryſthenes ; whatſoever was manufactured by the 
{kill of Europe or Aſia; the corn of Egypt, and the gems and 
ſpices of the fartheſt India, were brought by the varying winds 
into the port of Conſtantinople, which, for many ages, at- 
tracted the commerce of the ancient world. Gib. vol. 3, p. 13. 


CON- 
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CONSTANTINOPLE: 


Vial ad = 566 The 1ſt, vial +» 536 
The 1, date of Dan. 1260 2ddate of Dan. = 1290 


* 3 


1826 1826 


HERE THE SECOND AND FIFTH VIALS END, 


RECA PI. 
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